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Section 1

Introduction



Introduction

This booklet informs both students and parents about the Key Stage 4 curriculum at Patchway Community School. It
describes the courses that will be available to Year 10 students from September 2025, providing the necessary
information to understand the principles behind the curriculum we offer, and helps students to make the right choices
for their future.

Students in Years 10 and 11 will follow a broad and balanced curriculum that prepares them for further education, the
workplace and life. Nationally, they are required to take a range of compulsory courses; they may then choose others
from a range of subjects. We encourage all our students to aim as highly as they can in all their subjects to maximize
their opportunities for Post 16 and beyond. It is important that students follow courses that they will achieve well in
and, as parents, you need to know what grade your child is likely to achieve if they take a subject through to the end
of Year 11. The parents’ evening on Wednesday 28 January 2026, which is an online one, should provide you with an
opportunity to obtain this information by talking to teachers.

We collaborate with other Olympus schools in offering some specialist courses, but this is dependent upon the
availability at the other Olympus schools and as such these might not always be available. Information on these
subjects can be found in section 4 of this booklet. This allows for a broader choice of some specialist subjects for
students during Key Stage 4.

All subjects, except PE and PSHE, lead to a GCSE or equivalent qualification. The detail of the type of qualification is
shown on individual subject pages. Most of the subjects will be familiar to you but some will not be. Students will be
taking reformed specifications in all subjects, meaning that they will receive a grade 1 to 9, with 1 being the lowest
(equivalent to a grade G/F) and 9 being exceptional performance (equivalent to the top end of an A*).

When completing the final options form, it is very important that students select a first and second choice. First
choices are not always possible depending on numbers, and some courses may not run at all if numbers are low. The
final course allocation will be shared with students and parents in July, students will also have a personalised
interview about their choices in term 5 to ensure that the most appropriate pathway is followed.

Please note that all Year 10 students complete the final year of their GCSE Religious Studies course in Year 10. This is
compulsory for all Year 10 students because religious education is a statutory requirement for all key stage 4 students.

Whilst we make a very broad offer with lots of choice for students during this options process, we do not, at this stage,
commit to running any course listed in the options choices, apart from geography and history. All students must
choose one of these two subjects (and may choose both) because, alongside English, maths, science and RS, the
humanities subjects enable students to better understand who they are, to understand their own place within society,
to know about different societies, cultures, places and organisations within the world around them, and to develop as
informed citizens.

We understand that this is an important time for students and parents; please feel free to contact us and ask any
qguestions that you would like answered.



The Core Curriculum

The core curriculum for pupils in Year 10 will be:

All students will have the following lessons over a 50 period two-week timetable. All lessons are 60

minutes
English language
and 8 periods a fortnight 2 GCSEs
English literature
Mathematics 8 periods fortnight 1 GCSE
Triple science 3 GCSEs
or 9 periods a fortnight or
combined science 2 GCSEs
RE 5 veriods a fortnieht 1 GCSE (examined in Summer
(already started in Year 9) P 8 2027)
Statutory — no examination or
Physical Education 4 periods a fortnight y L
qualification
Statut - inati
PSHE 1 period per fortnight atutory nc')‘exa.mma lon or
qualification
TOTAL 35 periods 6 or 7 GCSEs

This leaves 15 periods of study in our 50-session fortnight where there is an element of choice. Each additional
subject will take up 5 periods each.

The Additional Subjects

The additional courses offered to students are later in this booklet. Please read the information carefully and talk to
subject teachers to find out more details.

Once students and parents have thought carefully about the additional subjects, parents on behalf of the students will
need to complete the final options form. Please note, students can only submit this online form once, so please ensure
that you have discussed and decided on the subject choices before completing the online form. The form will be
released to parents on Monday 2 February 2026 and it must be completed and submitted by Thursday 12 February
2026. The form is an online form and will be made available through the Arbor parent portal.

When students complete their KS4 Curriculum Application Form, they should remember that:

4 They will be required to take one of the following subjects: Geography, History, French, Spanish or
Computer Science.

4 For those students in the higher set for languages there is an expectation to further study either French
or Spanish.

4 If you have any reason for wishing to take a specific course, such as a career aim, they need to explain this
clearly in the space provided on the form. This will make a difference to course allocation where courses
are over-subscribed.

We aim to provide every student with a curriculum that best suits their needs and as part of this, we look carefully at
first and second choices, plus other factors. When the application forms are processed, consideration is given to a
student’s suitability for the course. Please note that dependent on numbers, some courses may be withdrawn.
Students will be notified of their KS4 subjects in May/June 2026.

Please note that dependent on numbers, some courses may be withdrawn.



The System of Qualifications

The General Certificate of Secondary Education (GCSE) is an examination designed for pupils of all abilities.
Candidates can show their skills, knowledge and understanding through written examinations.

GCSE results are given in the form of nine grades. All subject grades willbe 9, 8,7,6,5,4,3,2,1. Grade 9is above
A* quality. Grade 4 is a “standard” pass and Grade 5 is a “good” pass.

All examinations will take place at the end of the course, in the summer of Year 11 2026. Controlled assessment or
coursework no longer exists in most GCSE subjects.

BTEC Qualification/ Technical Awards

These are practical, work-related courses. Students learn by completing projects and assignments that are based on
realistic workplace situations and activities. These courses provide a good basis to go on to a more advanced work-
related qualification. During the course, students create a portfolio of evidence which is made up of coursework
assignments. This course also involves an external exam which will be worth at least 25% of the total grade.

The demands and the support

Considered as a whole, the KS4 curriculum at Patchway Community School offers enormous potential but it also
amounts to a demanding workload. The progress of all students will be continually monitored throughout and regular
contact with home through reports, email, letters, texts and parents’ evenings will allow us to work in partnership to
enable students to achieve each students’ potential.

The importance of revision

As GCSEs are now all assessed by exams at the end of the course, it is vital that students develop good practices and
strategies for revision during their time in Key Stage 4. It is also important that students maintain good notes during
the course to help them revise at the end.

Reminder of Important Dates

Wednesday 28 January 2026 Presentation and options booklet available to parents

Monday 2 February 2026 During tutor time, students will complete a straw poll on initial
subjects they would like to take. This information will be used to
build the final option blocks.

Monday 2 February 2026 to New subject taster sessions
Thursday 12 February 2026

Monday 9 February 2026 Y9 parents evening (Online)
Monday 2 March 2026 Final options form released to parents via Arbor
Friday 13 March 2026 Final options form must be completed and submitted.

Student pathway interviews will take place if required.

May/June 2026 Option choices confirmed



Section 2

The Core Curriculum



English Language & English Literature

(GCSE)

All pupils will follow two GCSE courses in English lessons: AQA English Language and English Literature.

In English lessons at Patchway:

Both English and English Literature courses are assessed through examinations at the end of year 11. In English
language, students are taught to analyse features of fiction and non-fiction texts and to develop their skills in
persuasive and narrative writing. In English literature, students read and respond to a play by William Shakespeare, a
poetry anthology, a novel and a play. There is also an opportunity to study drama as part of The Olympus Academy

Trust.

We aim to develop students who are independent critical readers and thinkers and who are confident and

effective communicators.

We aim for students to enjoy English, appreciating new and interesting texts, having creative opportunities

and engaging with the potential and power of language.

We believe it is crucial that students develop cultural capital and wider understanding of the world through
exposure to a range of texts, thereby building understanding of human values, emotions and ideologies.
We aim for all students to be fully equipped with the skills and vocabulary for reading, writing and oracy,
which will enable them to be successful in life and in school.

Course Outline:

1: Fiction Reading and Creative Writing.

Term | Year 10 Year 11
Term | Social Class and Cultural Identity. Conflict — heroes and villains.
1 Study of An Inspector Calls Study Shakespeare’s Macbeth
Term | Social Class and Cultural Identity. Conflict — heroes and villains.
2 Study of An Inspector Calls Study Shakespeare’s Macbeth
Term | Villains: Poems from the ‘Power and Conflict’
3 Pre 19'™" century text: Jekyll and Hyde poetry anthology.
Term | Villains: Exam preparation and Revision
4 Pre 19" century text: Jekyll and Hyde
Term | Conflict — heroes and villains. Exam preparation and Revision
5 Poems from the Anthology and English Language paper

1: Fiction Reading and Creative Writing.
Term | Conflict — heroes and villains. Exam preparation and Revision
6 Poems from the Anthology and English Language paper

Final Assessment
English Language

Paper 1 —50% - Explorations in creative reading and writing
Paper 2 —50% - Writers’ viewpoints and perspectives.

English Literature:
Paper 1 — 40% -Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel.
Paper 2 — 60% - Modern texts and poetry.




Mathematics
(GCSE)

All pupils will follow one GCSE course in mathematics lessons: Edexcel Mathematics.
In mathematics lessons at Patchway:

We want our students to study maths beyond GCSE

Develop a love of mathematics and to acquire skills and knowledge that are transferable to the real world.

We want to ensure our learners are able to adapt to situations and solve problems.

Students will learn how to reason and communicate logically and concisely as well as equipping them with a

toolkit for analysing and solving problems.
e We aim to produce learners that have inquisitive minds and a love of learning allowing them to spot patterns in
the world around them.

Students will be entered at one of two tiers for the specification GCSE course:-
Higher Tier: Grades 9 -4
Foundation Tier: Grades5-1

The choice of tier depends on the aptitude and ability of the student. The higher tier gives a foundation for the further
study of mathematics at advanced level. We emphasise that students who wish to study mathematics at A-level will
need to follow the higher tier specification.

All through the GCSE, topics are taught in strands of:

Number

Algebra

Geometry and measures
Ratio and proportion
Probability

Statistics

This sequencing of topics in the scheme of learning allows us to focus on linking skills together and ensuring that we
can develop a deep understanding of mathematical concepts and how they can be applied in context. We assess these
topics regularly through the course so we put the emphasis on students revisiting these topics to embed their learning.

Students will have a weekly homework task on SPARX Maths. These tasks are designed so that we can assess if a
student has met an objective and then put in any additional support where needed. Deciding to teach the content in
this way has allowed for stretch and challenge in each topic whilst also providing the links to the other topics for
students to understand how a variety of skills are needed to solve multistep problems in mathematics.

Final Assessment

All of the strands are examined through three written examination papers. Each examination paper is 1 hour 30
minutes in length. Paper 1 is non-calculator but papers 2 and 3 are both calculator allowed papers. All three papers
carry 80 marks.



Science
(GCSE)

All students study one of two GCSE courses in science lessons: OCR Gateway Exam Combined Science (2 GCSEs) or OCR
Gateway Biology, Chemistry and Physics (3 GCSEs)

In science lessons at Patchway:

e  We explore where we have come from, how the universe currently is, and where we are going.

e  We develop students’ skills of enquiry, through the acquisition of knowledge and the understanding of concepts.

e We help develop how students use practical equipment, conduct experiments, build arguments and explain
abstract concepts.

e  We aim to encourage curiosity and inspire students to learn more about and question the world around them.

There are two routes: combined science, which is two GCSEs (e.g. graded as 7/8, 4/5, 6/6), or separate sciences which are
given as separate grades for each of biology, chemistry, and physics. All students will study the same broad content
throughout students following the separate science route have some additional content This decision is based on grades
from in-class assessments, as well as discussions with the student.

The examinations are tiered as shown below and on-going assessment results will be used to determine the appropriate
tier of entry for each individual student.

Higher Tier: Grades 9 — 4 for separate science or 9/9 to 4/3 for combined science.

Foundation Tier: Grades 5 - 1 for separate science or 5/5 to 1/1 for combined science.

Students can progress from this qualification to:

o GCE A-levels, for example, in biology, chemistry and/or physics.
o Level 3 vocational qualifications in science, e.g. BTEC Level 3 in applied science.
o Employment, for example in a science-based industry where an apprenticeship may be available.

Final Assessment:

Combined Science GCSE qualification requires the students to sit 6 separate terminal exam papers to cover the biology,
chemistry and physics components of the course. Each exam is 70 minutes in length.

The single science students are required to sit two terminal exams for each of the three sciences; 6 exams in total. These
exams are 1hr 45m each, as there is more content to assess. Students will be expected to carry out a range of mandatory
practicals, the theory of which will be tested in the exams.



Physical Education
(statutory)

All students take part in physical education (PE) lessons in Years 10 and 11, for four lessons a fortnight (regardless of
whether they also choose sport as an examined subject in their option choices).

In PE lessons at Patchway:

e Students have the opportunity to experience a wide variety of activities such as football, basketball, netball,
rugby, aerobics, health related exercise, badminton, fitness, dance, handball, dodgeball and possibly the
opportunity to follow some sports offsite.

e Students have the opportunity at times to select which sports and activities they would like to do through their
curriculum in KS4, to promote independence and instil a lifelong enthusiasm for exercise and participation.

The expectation is that all students will follow at least 6 practical units in each year of the key stage. The students can
also focus on a range of roles within the activities such as a performer, coach, facilitator, administrator, organiser and
an official.

Please remember that there are lots of extra-curricular opportunities in the physical education department. Please
speak to your PE teachers if you want further details.

PSHE
(Statutory)

All students study PSHE for one hour a week at KS4.

In PSHE lessons at Patchway:

e Pupils develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to keep themselves healthy and safe, and prepare
for life and work in modern Britain.

e They develop the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to manage many of the critical opportunities,
challenges and responsibilities they will face as they grow up and move in adulthood.

e We teach pupils to stay safe and healthy, build self-esteem and resilience and empathy.

e We tackle barriers to learning, raise aspirations, and improve the life chances of young people.

To support our students” GCSE examinations our PSHE programme focuses on key study skills at KS4. This includes a
focus on resilience, aspirations and self-esteem, which go hand-in-hand with successful revision. At KS4, we also
educate students on the importance of healthy relationships and safe sex. This includes discussions around consent,
peer pressure and sexual communication via social media. We also tackle current issues such as the rise in knife
crime and educate students on the causes and consequences of carrying weapons.

Barclay’s Life Skills also plays a part in our KS4 curriculum by preparing students to make difficult financial decisions
in the future and to help them understand how they know they are making good decisions with their money. In
addition, there is a consistent focus on mental health, from recognising the signs and symptoms to how to seek help
or give support to others.



Religious Studies
(GCSE)

GCSE Religious Studies encourages students to explore big questions about life, beliefs, values and ethics. Students
examine religious and non-religious viewpoints, developing a deeper understanding of different cultures and
perspectives while learning to debate issues that are highly relevant to the modern world.

Skills You Will Develop
Students studying GCSE Religious Studies build a wide range of valuable skills, including:
e  Critical thinking and evaluation — analysing different viewpoints and reaching justified conclusions
e Extended writing — developing clear, structured and well-supported arguments
e Ethical reasoning — considering moral dilemmas and contemporary issues
e Communication skills — expressing ideas clearly and respectfully
e Empathy and understanding — appreciating diverse beliefs and cultures

Assessment: Three Exam Papers
GCSE Religious Studies is assessed through three written exams:
e Component 1: Philosophy and Ethics (50% of the GCSE)
Topics include:
o Issues of Human Rights
o Issues of Relationships
o Issues of Good and Evil
o Issues of Life and Death
This component focuses on ethical questions and philosophical thinking, encouraging students to
evaluate different viewpoints.

e Component 2: Christianity — Beliefs and Practices (25% of the GCSE)
Students study key Christian beliefs, teachings and practices, including worship, festivals and the role of
Christianity in society.

e Component 3: Islam — Beliefs and Practices (25% of the GCSE)
Students explore Muslim beliefs, practices, worship and the importance of Islam in the lives of believers.

GCSE Religious Studies is an engaging and thought-provoking subject that develops confident thinkers who can
debate important issues and understand the diverse world they live in.

Where can this qualification lead?
GCSE Religious Studies is a highly regarded qualification that supports many future pathways. It is particularly
useful for careers in:

e Law, politics and public services

e Teaching, education and youth work

e Healthcare, social work and counselling

e Journalism, media and communications

e Business, management and the charity sector

For more information, please contact Ms Neal or Miss Haines

10




Section 3

Additional Courses
GCSEs/BTECS/Technical Awards



Art and Design (Fine Art)
(GCSE)

The AQA course is designed to develop the student's ability to record and develop ideas through various approaches
to drawing, painting and sculpture. Students could also be exploring a variety of other media and techniques. It aims
to develop a confident approach by the student, encouraging them to feel sense of achievement.

Students will develop an expressive response towards their visual surroundings
and will produce work that is analytical, imaginative and intuitive, reflecting each
student's own personal approach and his/her understanding of other artists and
cultures.

Unit 1 is a portfolio of extended projects or coursework, which is to be completed
in 8 terms. From January in the final year the students prepare for an externally
set controlled test (Unit 2). The coursework and test will provide evidence of
investigation and understanding, design and development, drawing and
recording and the ability to create a personal response.

The coursework/portfolio is 60% of the final mark.
The controlled test is 40% of the final mark.

Where can this qualification lead?

Fine art provides a good foundation and pathway to further studies at A level. Developing your artistic and creative
side can complement your other studies. As well as being very interesting, it is useful for a range of different careers
such as being an artist, art historian, antique dealer, graphic designer, photographer, interior designer, fashion
designer and many other careers such as working in the media, advertising or in retail.

Who is this course suitable for?
Fine art is for everybody but this course will appeal especially to students who are:

® creative and imaginative
e able and willing to work independently on their portfolio.

For more information please contact Mr Johnson or Mr Lynch

12



Art and Design (Photography)
(GCSE)

The AQA course is designed to develop the student's visual and technical understanding of photography by exploring
the world around them using digital cameras, instilling a sense of achievement and enjoyment from work that is
created.

Students will explore creative elements of photography through a range of
technical camera skills, studio and exterior photo-shoots and editing on
Photoshop as they build up a portfolio of work.

Unit 1 is a portfolio of experimental and technical skills aimed at introducing
students to the diverse creative potential of photography.

Unit 2 will explore a more personal and in depth project as students develop high

From January in the final year the students
prepare for an externally set controlled test.
The coursework and test will provide
evidence of investigation and understanding
of the themes, editing and development of
photos and the ability to create a personal
response.

The coursework is 60% of the final mark.
The controlled test is 40% of the final mark

Where can this qualification lead?

Photography provides a good foundation and pathway to further studies at A level. Developing your artistic and
creative side can complement your other studies. As well as being very interesting, it is useful for a range of different
careers such as being an artist, art historian, photo journalist, graphic designer, photographer, interior designer,
fashion designer and many other careers such as working in the media, advertising or in retail.

Who is this course suitable for?
Photography is for everybody but this course will appeal especially to students who are:

® creative and imaginative
e able and willing to work independently on their portfolio.

For more information please contact Mr Johnson
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Business Studies
(GCSE)

Course description

GCSE Business will provide you with a unique insight into the world of business. If you enjoy problem solving, thinking
creatively, working with numbers to solve problems and learning about local and international business this is the
course for you! You will learn about how and why businesses operate in the way that they do, their key elements and
essential business functions, including: production, marketing, finance and managing people.

You will study the following units:

Business 1 — business activity, marketing and people

This unit will explore the role of business and enterprise and the decisions that need to be made when starting up a
business. You will learn about meeting customer needs and the importance of marketing decisions such as the
product, pricing, promotion and place. You will look at the role of human resources and the importance of motivating
and managing staff effectively.

Business 2 — operations, finance and influences on business

In this unit you will be introduced to the role of the operations function and learn about production processes, the
importance of quality and how to manage relationships with suppliers. Clearly a business cannot function without
finance so you will look at the role of the finance department and how a business should manage its finances to stay
competitive. Finally you will explore how the wider world impacts the business and the importance of the economic
climate.

BUSifieSgarpioymer
Assessment Devtiopment Résearch Entrepreneur
Business 1 (50%): Exam . Su!pe IT poduerion
. holders™ s ot Government
Business 2 (50%): Exam Stakeholders«ReSources  iesiition
pricc FiN@NcE

Where can it take me?

You will be able to continue your study to A level business or take a vocational qualification that will enable you to
learn about business from a work-related viewpoint.

You may follow this with a degree in business studies or a number of related subjects such as law, accounting, human
resources, marketing or ICT.

Associated employment might involve setting up your own business, becoming a project manager, solicitor, financial
adviser, business adviser, marketing or human resources executive.

For more information please contact Mr Lewis
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Computing
(GCSE)

GSCE Computing (AQA exam board) is suitable for any budding coders who want to learn how computers
work. The course will teach students how to use different computing Ianguages to create software
solutions. It will also teach how hardware, software and IT systems work.

On this course students will learn to

Computational thinking skills

Use algorithms to solve problems

Practical programming using a text based language
Fundamentals of data representation

Computer systems and networks

Social, legal and environmental issues of computing

The course will be assessed in three units:

Unit 1 Computational thinking and problem solving
This unit is examined and worth 50%. Students will learn programming fundamentals and be able to code
trace and apply programming knowledge to theoretical computing problems and issues.

Unit 2 Theoretical knowledge

This unit is examined and worth 50%. Students will learn about different computer systems and
architecture. Different types of network and security of networks including cyber security, the legal,
ethical and environmental aspects of computing and software development.

Programming project

This unit provides you with a practice project where you have to program a solution to an exam board
set assignment. You will spend 20 hours analysing, programming, testing and evaluation a controlled
assessment project.

Where can this qualification lead?

GCSE Computing provides a good foundation and pathway to further studies at AS/A2. It demonstrates
your ability to think logically and problem solve. It is good preparation for any students who are
interested in working in the wide variety of careers which exist in the IT industry including software
development, network technician, games developer and many more

Who is this course suitable for?

This course will appeal to students that:

e Have good numeracy skills and are able to solve problems logically

e Have an interest in learning how to write code and create their own software.
e Who are achieving Expected Standard or Greater Depth in Maths.

For more information please contact Mr Smithers
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Design Technology
(GCSE)

GCSE Design and technology will prepare students to participate confidently and successfully in an increasingly
technological world. Students will gain awareness and learn from wider influences on design and technology including
historical, social, cultural, environmental and economic factors. Students have the opportunity to work creatively
when designing, making and applying technical and practical expertise.

AQA GCSE - Course Content DESIGNS: m enAn
TECHNOLOGY  ng B M4 j blﬂ
ASSOCIATION IH 5]

\. Design Ideas - 1

LT ——p———

This qualification is split into three separate focus  Choose D&T!

. Why opting for design and technology is
areas: fundamental to your future career in product
design, digital design, engineering and textiles

® Core technical principles i, 4
® Specialist technical principles :
e Designing and making principles

Level choices: Dasign

How it’s assessed
e Written exam: 2 hours - 100 marks - 50% of GCSE

e Non-exam assessment (coursework) - 100 marks - 50% of GCSE

The NEA is set by the exam board on 1°" June when students are in year 10 and needs to be completed by April in
year 11.

Practical lessons

Design technology involves some practical work. Students need to be aware that for the qualification only 10% of the
final grade will be based on what they make. The qualification is very theory based and looks to develop a student’s
creativity with designing and modelling ideas.

Where can this qualification lead?
A-level design and technology: product design

Apprenticeships in a range of practical/creative disciplines

Who is this course suitable for?
Students who want to pursue a career in manufacturing and engineering. Students who enjoy being creative and want
to develop their knowledge and skills in a creative way.

For more information please contact Mr Watkins
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DRAMA
(BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts — Drama)

What will I learn?

This course will help you to understand the requirements of being an actor across a range of performances and
disciplines. You will develop your understanding of the performing arts by examining practitioners’ work and the
processes used to create performance. You will take part in workshops and classes where you will develop technical,
practical and interpretative skills through the rehearsal and performance process.

How will I learn?

The BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts is a practical course. It focuses on developing
the core skills and techniques required for success as a performer in the industry.

You will get the chance to participate in workshops with real theatre/performing arts
companies. You will get to perform in front of live audiences.

How will | be assessed?

Components 1 and 2 (Exploring the Performing Arts and Developing Skills and
Techniques) will be assessed on assignments set and marked by your teacher.

The 3™ component (Responding to a Brief) will be assessed externally requires
JOURNAL learners to apply performances skills and techniques in response to a brief and
Component 1 - stimulus developing group performance workshop for a selected audience.

Live Theatre

Where can this qualification lead?

The skills that are learnt by studying performing arts (drama) are invaluable in later
life. For example, being able to speak and present confidently in front of people, and
the skill of planning that is required in any production, are useful in many careers, as
well as the team-work skills you will develop.

Performing arts can be a good basis for a career not only in the theatre, but in advertising, the film industry and even
in events planning, among many others. Studying performing arts (drama) also promotes team working and
creativity.

Who is this course suitable for?

e Students who enjoyed exploring their drama/acting performance skills and who would like to increase their

confidence and self-esteem
e Students who want to employ the skills of problem solving, creativity, decision-making and team work.

For more information please contact Mrs Butler
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Film and Media Studies
(BTEC Technical Level 1 / Level 2)

Course description

Film and Media Studies is a fast-paced and exciting course that gives you the opportunity to create media
productions in a vocational setting, equipping you with the skills and knowledge to pursue a career in the Media
industry. You will develop skills such as team-work; working independently from a brief; creating a film or TV
production from scratch; working to deadlines and presenting information effectively.

This is a practical qualification that will give you lots of opportunities to develop, film and edit a range of
visual/audio productions throughout the course alongside developing your understanding of critical media
theory.

The course has been developed to provide:
e Opportunities for learners to develop a range of skills and techniques, personal qualities and attitudes
essential for successful performance in working life
e Opportunities for those who are intending to work in the creative media sector to achieve a nationally
recognised Level 2 vocationally specific qualification
e Opportunities for learners to work with media based companies within the local area

The media department will run along the lines of a real world ‘Production Company’. We encourage the use of a
wide range of technology including cameras and Final Cut Pro editing software, as well as encouraging you to
utilise your own technology (such as mobile phones or iPads) wherever possible. You will be encouraged to take
part in extra-curricular activities such as teaching media to primary school children, taking part in the BBC Young
Reporter and Media Crew as well as participating in organised trips such as to the Warner Brother Studios.

Assessment
e Written controlled assessment (30%): Exploring Media Products
e Written controlled assessment (30%): Developing Media
e Production Skills Practical exam (40%): Create a media product in response to a brief

Where can it take me?

You will be able to continue your study to Level 3 media BTEC at Post 16, developing the skills that you learn at
level 2; or you could take A Levels in media studies or film studies. You may follow this with a job in the creative
and media sector or take a degree; many of which will welcome a student with strong communication and
production skills. More specialised degrees may include film studies, media production, web design, journalism
or creative writing. Associated employment might involve television/film production, magazine editing,
advertising, journalism, or writing for film and television.

For more information please contact Mrs Gilroy
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Geography
(GCSE)

GCSE Geography helps students understand the world around them, from natural hazards and climate change to cities,
development and global challenges. It encourages curiosity about how people and the environment interact and
equips students with skills that are valuable both inside and outside the classroom.

Skills You Will Develop
Students studying GCSE Geography build a wide range of transferable skills, including:
e Data and map skills — using OS maps, atlases, graphs and GIS
¢ Analysis and problem-solving — interpreting evidence, identifying patterns and evaluating solutions
¢ Extended writing — explaining ideas clearly and using case studies to support arguments
e Numeracy and literacy — handling data, percentages and written communication
e Fieldwork skills — collecting, presenting and analysing real-world data

Assessment: Three Exam Papers
GCSE Geography is assessed through three written exams:
e Paper 1: Living with the Physical Environment
Topics include natural hazards, ecosystems, rivers and coasts.
35% of the GCSE
e Paper 2: Challenges in the Human Environment
Topics include urban issues, global development, resource
management and economic change.
35% of the GCSE
e Paper 3: Geographical Applications
Focuses on fieldwork, decision-making skills and applying knowledge to real-life issues.
30% of the GCSE

Students have the exciting opportunity to complete two pieces of fieldwork that are examined in Paper 3, focusing
on river processes and regeneration in Bristol. GCSE Geography is an engaging, relevant and skills-rich subject that
helps students make sense of a rapidly changing world.

Where can this qualification lead?
Geography is often described as a “facilitating subject” because it combines science, humanities and practical skills,
making it attractive to a wide range of employers.
It supports careers in areas such as:

e Environmental science and sustainability

e Urban planning and architecture

e Travel, tourism and international business

e Engineering and renewable energy

e Government, charities and emergency planning

e Education, journalism and research

For more information please contact Miss Trohear or Miss Haines
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Health & Social Care
(BTEC)

Health and social care is a practical, work-related course. Students learn by completing projects and assignments
about what people in the caring services do and the skills they need. This course is made up of 3 units, two of which
are internally assessed through portfolio work in controlled assessment, and one of which is assessed through an
external assessment (written exam).

Units studied are:

Human lifespan development - Internal assessment worth 30% @@ % %9
This unit will explore how individuals develop physically, emotionally, socially and

intellectually over time. You will investigate how various factors, events and choices impact individuals’ growth and
development. You will then discover how people adapt to life events and cope with making changes.

Health and social care services and values — Internal assessment worth 30%

This unit will allow you to investigate which health and social care services are available whilst identifying why
people might need to use these services. You will discover who is involved in providing these services and explore
what might stop people from accessing the services they need. Finally, you will look at the care values the sector has
to make sure people get the care and protection they need.

Health and wellbeing 40% - External assessment (written exam) worth 40%

This unit will allow you to learn what ‘being healthy’ means to different people, explore the different factors that might
influence health and wellbeing and identify key health indicators and how to interpret them. You will also assess an
individual’s health and create a health and wellbeing improvement plan for that person, which includes targets and
recommendations of support services available. Finally, you will reflect on the potential challenges the person may
face when putting the plan into action.

Where can this qualification lead?
Health and social care can provide a good background for students who are interested in working within the caring
professions such as nursing, social care, or child care, or further study on health related courses.

Who is this course suitable for?

To be successful on this course you will need to be:

e Well organised and have good research and presentation skills
® Able to work independently and with others on assignments

e Able to sustain your interest in these assignments

Students will have the opportunity to create a portfolio of assignments using a variety of learning outcomes such as
presentation work, display, role-play, working with guest speakers.

For more information please contact Mrs Benjamin or Miss Sterling
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History
(GCSE)

GCSE History helps students understand how the modern world has been shaped by past events, people and ideas. It
encourages students to think critically, question evidence and develop well-supported arguments while studying a
range of exciting and relevant historical periods.

Skills You Will Develop
Students studying GCSE History gain a wide range of transferable skills, including:
e Critical thinking and analysis — evaluating sources, interpretations and historical evidence
e Extended writing — constructing clear, well-structured arguments supported by accurate knowledge
e Research skills — selecting and using information effectively
e Communication skills — expressing ideas clearly and persuasively
e Problem-solving — making judgements and reaching balanced conclusions

Assessment: Two Exam Papers
GCSE History is assessed through two written exams:
e Paper 1: Understanding the Modern World
o America: Opportunity and Inequality
o Conflict and Tension: East vs West
This paper focuses on key events, change over time
and international relations in the modern era.
50% of the GCSE

e Paper 2: Shaping the Nation
o Britain: Health and the People
o Norman England
This paper explores long-term change in Britain as well as a detailed depth study of the Norman
period.
50% of the GCSE

Where can this qualification lead?
History is a well-respected GCSE that opens doors to many future pathways. It is particularly useful for careers in:
e Law, politics and government
e Journalism, media and publishing
e Teaching and education
e Business, management and human resources
e Civil service, public services and the charity sector

History helps students develop strong literacy skills and the ability to argue a point of view—qualities that employers
consistently look for.
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Hospitality and Catering
(Level 1/2 Vocational Award)

According to the British Hospitality Association, hospitality and catering is Britain’s fourth largest industry and accounts
for around 10% of the total workforce. Since 2010, over 25% of all new jobs have been within the hospitality and
catering sector with the majority of new roles falling within the 18-24 age groups. The ability to plan, prepare and
present food is an essential skill within the hospitality and catering industry. The WJEC Vocational Award in Hospitality
and Catering equips learners with theoretical knowledge about the industry as well as enabling them to develop
practical skills in planning, preparing and cooking a variety of dishes.

Why study this qualification
®  Provides learners with the knowledge and understanding of the hospitality and catering industry
o Develops learners’ ability to plan, prepare and cook dishes eduqas

e  Equips learners with the practical skills required within the catering industry

® Learners will complete tasks that mirror industry practice.

WIEC Vocational Awards in Hospitality and Catering consist of two units:

Unit 1: Hospitality and catering industry:
Focuses on learning about different types of providers, legislation, food safety and the roles and responsibilities within
the sector.

Unit 2: Hospitality and catering in action:
Develops learners’ practical skills for planning, preparing, cooking and presenting nutritional dishes meeting the client
needs.

How the course is assessed:
Written/on-line examination: 1 hour 20 minutes - 40% of qualification
NEA (coursework): Practical task following a WJEC brief - 60% of qualification

Practical lessons
Students work with a wide range of ingredients and processes. Practical lessons are an essential and enjoyable part
of the course and will take place frequently.

Students must provide ingredients for which approximately one week’s notice will be given.

Where can this qualification lead?

Food preparation and nutrition is helpful for those who wish to pursue a career in the food industry, restaurants,
hotels, cruise ships, outside catering companies, armed forces, magazines, food manufacturing, food retail buying.
This qualification is also a natural lead onto:

Level 3 Food Science qualification offered at Post-16

Level 2/Level 3 Diplomas in Hospitality and Catering

Level 2/Level 3 Diplomas in Professional Cooking

Level 3 Diploma in Hospitality and Tourism Management

Who is this course suitable for?
e Students who are willing to put in a lot of effort in both practical and written work
® Students who enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to their life and experiences

For more information please contact Mr Watkins
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iMedia
(Cambridge National)

The Creative iMedia course introduces students to the world of digital media and design, equipping them with
essential creative and technical skills to produce engaging and professional-quality media products. This course is
ideal for students who enjoy creativity and technology, offering practical, real-world applications for their skills.

Course Description
Students will complete three key units:
e Unit R093: Creative iMedia in the Media Industry
This unit provides a broad understanding of the media industry. Students will learn how to plan media
products to meet client requirements, develop an understanding of pre-production and design documents,
and understand media industry workflows and regulations. (Externally assessed through a written
examination)
e Unit R094: Visual Identity and Digital Graphics
Students will explore how to create a strong visual identity for a client. They will design and produce digital
graphics that incorporate branding concepts and meet the needs of a target audience. (Internally assessed
coursework)
e Unit R097: Interactive Digital Media
This unit allows students to create an interactive digital product, such as a multimedia webpage or an app
prototype. Students will plan, design, and evaluate their product, considering user experience and
accessibility. (Internally assessed coursework)

Assessment
e 40% Examination: Unit R0O93 is assessed through an external written exam.
o 60% Coursework: Units R094 and R097 are assessed through controlled internal assessments.

Where Can This Qualification Lead?
Creative iMedia offers a strong foundation for students interested in pursuing creative and digital industries. Possible
pathways include:

e Post-16 qualifications such as Level 3 Cambridge Technicals in IT or Media.
e Careers in graphic design, web development, animation, digital marketing, or content creation.

Who is this Course Suitable For?

This course is ideal for students who:
e Enjoy combining creativity with technology.
e Are eager to learn design software such as Adobe Photoshop or Canva.
e Areinterested in exploring digital media concepts and workflows.

For more information please contact Mr Smithers
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Modern Foreign Languages

(GCSE)

o

10 REASONS WHY LEARNING A FOREIGN LANGUAGE IS IMPORTANT!

Learning a language...

...improves your grasp of English.

...enhances your confidence.

...widens your career / job options.

...boosts brain power.

...improves international relations.

1

...makes travelling easier and more enjoyable.
...connects the world and promotes peace.
...helps you make friends in new countries.
...shows you are open minded and tolerant.

...gives you a wider understanding of world affairs.

In GCSE French, we aim build on work completed at KS3, students develop communication skills through speaking,
listening, reading and writing. The course will equip students with the key life skills to learn about different
countries and cultures as well as become effective communicators in another language. Throughout the course,
students acquire transferrable skills and knowledge that will broaden their personal and professional opportunities

such as travel, study, employment and living abroad.

Course Content - Edexcel

Paper What is assessed How it is assessed
1 Listening: Understanding the spoken Written exam:
word through a range of different Foundation: 35 minutes
activities. Higher: 45 minutes
Section A: Questions in English, answers in English
Section B: Dictation
2 Speaking: Communicating and Non-exam assessment:
interacting in a range of situations. Preparation time: 15 minutes
This exam is conducted outside of the Foundation: 7 —9 minutes
usual exam period, usually in the spring. Higher: 10 — 12 minutes
Role-play, read aloud, description of a photo card and follow
up discussion
3 Reading: Understanding and responding Written exam.
to different types of written language Foundation: 45 minutes
Higher: 1 hour
Section A: Questions in English, answers in English (40
marks).
Section B: Translation into English (10 marks)
4 Writing: Communicating effectively in Written exam:
writing for a variety of purposes Foundation: 1 hour
Photo card: 5 sentences, 50-word task, Grammar task,
Translation into Fr/Sp, 90-word task
Higher: 1 hour 15
Translation into Fr/Sp, 90-word task, 150-word task
Higher Tier: Grades 9—-4
Foundation Tier: Grades5-1

Where can this qualification lead?

A modern foreign language is now recognised as a good, and even essential, foundation and pathway to further
academic studies at AS/A2. In an increasingly international job market, it is extremely important to offer a foreign
language to an employer, both here and abroad. Research is now indicating that people who can offer a second
language stand a better chance of getting a job, and also they can earn more in the current career market.

For more information please contact Ms Mills

24



Music
(GCSE)

What will I learn?

You will develop your performance, composition and listening skills through the study of many different musical
genres including Film, Pop and World music.

How will | learn?

A significant proportion of music lessons are practical and there will be an element of choice in which instrument or
music technology programme you use. In some lessons you will be working with other students on an ensemble
performance, practising for a performance on your own or composing individually on a computer. You will also
develop your musical vocabulary and aural skills in preparation for your listening examination.

How will | be assessed?

Exam board is OCR —

o  60% of GCSE music is Non Exam Assessment across two components. You will create an Integrated Portfolio
in which you will demonstrate your playing skills and abilities by practising and performing a piece musically,
accurately and with appropriate interpretation and demonstrate knowledge of composition techniques, use
of musical elements and resources, including specific instrumental and technology techniques.

o  For your Practical Component you will develop your skills and understanding of performance and
composition. The focus of the performance aspect of this component is on the demands of performing with
an ensemble and you are required to compose a piece of music appropriate for one of the areas of study in
response to a set brief.

o 40% of your Music GCSE is a 1hour 30 minute listening examination which focuses on areas of study 2, 3, 4,
and 5. Students demonstrate their knowledge and understanding of musical elements, contexts and
language.

Where can this qualification lead?

Students can progress to BTEC level 3 in music performance or music technology, as well music A level. The course
gives an excellent grounding for a career in any field of the music industry, particularly within popular music.

Who is this course suitable for?

If you enjoy playing an instrument, singing, DJing, creating music, using music technology, listening or analysing
music then GCSE music is for you! Music has a large amount of practical work and students will learn to use
equipment used in the music industry. You will also be able to develop your performance skills on your chosen
instruments/vocals. You will develop analytical skills through listening to music. Outside of lesson time you will
independently develop, through practising your instrument, composing on the Apple Mac computers or broadening
your musical tastes. You will be encouraged to explore your own musical interests and develop transferable skills
that will be useful to you no matter what career path you choose to take.

For more information please contact Miss Winfield or Mrs Williams
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Sport First Award
(BTEC)

In addition to core physical education, students can choose to study a BTEC Level 1/2 Tech Award in Sport,
following the Pearson course for 5 lessons a fortnight as well as their core PE allocation.

Students are taught three components during the two-year course. Two of the components will be assessed
internally through controlled assessment, with the final component being a written exam paper set and
assessed externally. The accumulation of the scores from the three components will then calculate the overall
result. Grade boundaries will vary per component based on national averages and a normal distribution curve.

Component 1 — Preparing Participants to Take Part in Sport and Physical Activity (30% of grade) — Learners
will explore the different types of provision of sport and physical activity available for different types of
participants, barriers to participation and ways to overcome these barriers to increase participation in sport and
physical activity. They will also research equipment and technological advances in a chose sport or physical
activity, and how best to prepare our bodies for participation in these.

Component 2 — Taking Part and Improving Other Participants Sporting Performance (30% of grade) — Learners
will investigate the components of fitness and their effect on performance, take part in practical sport, explore
the role of officials in sport and learn to apply methods and sporting drills to improve other participants’
sporting performance.

Component 3 (written exam) — Developing Fitness to Improve Other Participants Performance in Sport and
Physical Activity (40% of grade) — Learners will be introduced to and develop an understanding of the
importance of fitness and the different types of fitness for performance in sport and physical activity. They will
also develop an understanding of the body and fitness testing.

Where can this qualification lead?

Sport BTEC provides a solid foundation and pathway
to further studies at Level 3 and beyond. The
qualification can open up many career paths including
physiotherapy, teaching, performance analyst,

sports development officer, sports’ coaching,
nutritionist and many others.

Who is this course suitable for?
Students will do well in sport BTEC if they
e Have an excellent record of participation and enthusiasm in key stage 3 physical education
® Are prepared to undertake up to two hours of written theory work per week both in and away from
the classroom
Are willing to participate in all of the activities offered
Have good literacy skills — this course involves many literacy based tasks
Be willing to stand up and regularly lead other students
Understand that this course involves more than just practical P.E.

For more information please contact Mr Forward
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Textiles
(GCSE)

Aims:

The textiles GCSE (AQA) enables students to:

o Develop textiles skills learned in KS3 and discover a range of new ones including batik, dying, printing making,
painting and drawing, collage, tie dye, embroidery, Photoshop, photography and many more.

® Observe a range of objects and themes which inspire designs.

e Analyse existing textile products, crafts and artists’ work to help them develop their own designs.

e Understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and societies, and that products have
an impact on lifestyle.

e Design and make high quality textiles products.

Course Content:
60% coursework (portfolio of work)

This part of the course is organised into projects and you will complete a number of projects over the two
years, ending up with a portfolio of work. The topics will seem quite broad and have titles such as natural
forms, figures and portraits and structures etc.

40% controlled test (a portfolio of support work that ends in a 10 hour exam)

Towards the end of year 11 you will prepare to make an examination piece. The
exam paper will be given to you about three months before you sit the final
examination. During the preparation time you can try out ideas and research and
develop responses to one question from the exam paper. You can ask for a
certain amount of guidance from your teacher. At the end of the preparation
time you will sit the 10-hour examination over 2 days during which you will work
' @8 on one main response.

Practical Lessons:
Practical lessons will take place frequently and the main part of the course. Most basic materials will be supplied
however there may be a small cost for other materials and accessories, such as patterns and fabrics, that student
wish to purchase.

Where can this qualification lead?

Textiles provides a good foundation and pathway to further studies at AS/A2. It is ideal for those who wish to
pursue a career in a variety of jobs including fashion, millinery, jewellery design, art and design, interior design,
costume and theatre design, history of art, knit, weave and print design.

Who is this course suitable for?
e Students who enjoy being creative and are willing to put in a lot of effort into practical work.
e Students who enjoy studying a subject that is relevant to their life and experiences

For more information please contact Mr Lynch

27



Section 4

Courses that might be available
through Olympus
in Years 10 and 11

*Note:

This will mean travelling to another school to study the course. There is potential
implications with the number of hours available to study the course due to the travel
commitments. Usual practise is that students will only receive 4 hours teaching a
fortnight compared to 5 normally.
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CHILD DEVELOPMENT
(OCR)

Course description

This course is a Cambridge Nationals course which enables students to develop their knowledge and understanding
of child development. Students will be expected to be proactive and independent whilst studying children in a real

life setting and must be prepared to become actively involved in child settings in and around the local area, both in
and outside of school hours.

All students will study three mandatory topics as follows:

e Health and well-being for child development

e Create a safe environment and understand the nutritional needs of children from birth to five
e Understand the development of a child from one to five years

Candidates will be expected to demonstrate their ability to recall, apply and communicate their knowledge and
understanding within a specific context related to the subject content of the specification. They will also be expected
to use their skills and knowledge to plan and carry out appropriate investigations and activities and to analyse and
evaluate information and evidence, using these to make reasoned judgements and present conclusions.

Independent Learning will include visiting different institutions and studying a child over a long period of time.
Assessment

Paper 1 (50%): Health and well-being for child development

Centre assessed task (25%): Create a safe environment and understand the nutritional needs of children from birth
to five

Centre assessed task (25%): Understand the development of a child from birth to five years

Where can it take me?
The qualification is complemented by a wide range of GCSEs including biology, sociology, psychology and English.

This course provides a solid foundation for progression to further health and social care studies. Associated
employment might be in child care e.g. nursery nursing, social work, teaching, nursing or midwifery

For more information please contact Mr Lewis or Mrs Powell
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DANCE
(BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts — Dance Pathway)

What will I learn?

This course will help you to understand the requirements of being a dancer across a range of performances and
disciplines. You will develop your understanding of the performing arts by examining practitioners’ work and the
processes used to create performance. You will take part in workshops and classes where you will develop technical,
practical and interpretative skills through the rehearsal and performance process.

How will I learn?

The BTEC Tech Award in Performing Arts is a practical course. It focuses on developing the core skills and techniques
required for success as a performer in the industry. You will get the chance to participate in workshops with real
theatre/dance/performing arts companies. You will get to perform in front of live audiences.

How will | be assessed?

Components 1 and 2 (Exploring the Performing Arts and Developing Skills and Techniques) will be assessed on
assignments set and marked by your teacher.

The 3™ component (Responding to a Brief) will be assessed externally requires learners to apply performances skills
and techniques in response to a brief and stimulus developing group performance workshop for a selected audience.

Where can this qualification lead?

The skills that are learnt by studying performing arts (dance) are invaluable in later life. For example, being able to
speak and present confidently in front of people, and the skill of planning that is required in any production, are
useful in many careers, as well as the team-work skills you will develop.

Performing arts can be a good basis for a career not only in the theatre, but in advertising, the film industry and even
in events planning, among many others. Studying performing arts (dance) also promotes fitness, a healthy lifestyle,
team working and creativity.

Who is this course suitable for?

e Students who enjoyed exploring their dance performance skills and who would like to increase their

confidence and self-esteem
e Students who want to employ the skills of problem solving, creativity, decision-making and team work.

For more information please contact Mr Lewis or Mrs Powell
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Section 5

Apply for a full time place in

SGS UTC or
Digitech Studio School

Digital Media Pathway
(Full time)



SGC Berkeley Green UTC

This is part of SGG college but located near Berkeley on the River Severn. The college specialist in Engineering and
Digital Media.

For more details, please visit Welcome to SGS Berkeley Green UTC (sgscol.ac.uk)

Key Stage 4
Compulsory Subjects Specialism Choices Option Choices (select twao) Extended Curriculum
Digital Technologies
s Cyber Security § .
English Language Computer Science .
Englich Literat . G h Employer Projects
nglish Literature s Creative iMedia eography i it
Mathematics History
; . Further Maths
Science E eeri Spas Private Stud
PSHE AL Graphic Design RE Y
PE Enterprise

* Engineering

¢ Design Technology

Digitech Studio School Bristol

Digitech is based in Warmley and is part of Cabot Learning Federation. It specialises in digital and creative studies,
such as coding, designing and film making. It has links with Boomsatsuma, Bristol City Robins and Bristol School of
Acting.

For more information about the curriculum offer, please visit - Year 10 & 11 Courses - Digitech Studio School
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