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Purposes:

=  KS4 Curriculum — information on the courses and pathways
students can study.

= (Guidance — support with considering which additional courses
students might take in relation to their plans for the future
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KS4 (Y10 & Y11)

- Over the next few weeks, students will be deciding on
the subjects that they would like to take in Y10 and Y11

- Some of the subjects will be compulsory. This means
that all students will take them

- As well as the compulsory subjects, there will be a
range of additional subjects from which to choose



KS4 Options evening 2026

How you will be graded
GCSE

* Graded 9 -1
e 4 js a standard pass (equivalent to an old C grade)

* 5is a good pass which you will need for higher education (equivalent to a high
C/low B)

BTEC

e L2 Pass — Distinction™ (L2 Pass = grade 4)
 Level 1 pass (grade 2/3)

Technical Award (Level 2)

L2Pass — Distinction™ (Pass equivalent to a grade 4)
L1 Pass — Distinction (Grades 1-3)
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Links to careers

Students will need to stay in education or training until 18 (A
levels, T Levels, Vocational course, apprenticeship).

Important to get the best grades possible in as many subjects
as possible. Grades of 4 or 5 and above will ensure the
smoothest transition to the next stage of education

English and Maths need to be retaken until passed (at grade 4
or above), whether in a sixth form, college or apprenticeship.
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Careers support

PSHE this term is around making choices and understanding how to
find out about careers students are interested in

Students will be introduced to the Unifrog platform where there is a
wealth of information about careers and subjects. Unifrog can be
accessed from home as well as school

Tutors will be having conversations with students in PSHE/ Tutor
time about which subjects they would like to take

Mrs Shute is in the Library every Monday for informal advice and will
be offering small group sessions for students who would like more
guidance
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Core KS4 Curriculum

To ensure a broad and balanced curriculum everyone takes:

GCSE Maths

GCSE English language and literature
GCSE Science (either combined or triple)
PSHE — no examination

PE — no examination

GCSE - Religious Studies
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GCSE Religious Studies (Year 9-10)

This course will be completed at the end of Year 10.
This means:

* More time on remaining courses in Year 11
* Practice of the exam experience

* Learning which revision techniques work for you
* One is out of the way!
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The Additional Subjects

* You will choose 3 more subjects to take at KS4 in addition to
the core curriculum

* One of these must be either History, Geography, French,
Spanish or computer science.

* You can then choose more than one of the above.
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« The EBac is a set of subjects at GCSE that keeps young people’s options open for
further study and future careers. It that is seen as the most academic route
students can study at level 2.

- The EBac is made up of the subjects which are considered essential to many
degrees and open up lots of doors. At PCS we want to encourage as many
students to study the EBac as possible as we feel that this will open up even
more opportunities for our students.

« The GCSE Language offer at GCSE is French or Spanish. Students in the highest
set for languages are expected to take one of the languages on offer.

« We encourage any student that is fluent in another language to inform us. We
will potentially offer the student the opportunity to achieve a GCSE in that
language and thus attain an additional GCSE grade.



KS4 Options evening 2026

The available subjects and the process

The subjects available on the initial poll in order to understand the interest in each subject

Art and Design (Fine Art)

Art and Design (Photography)
Business Studies

Computer Science”™

Design Technology — product design
Drama

French®

Geography™

Health and Social Care
History™

Hospitality & Catering
IMedia

Media Studies

Music

spanish®

sport

Textlles
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Additional pathways/qualifications

* To celebrate diversity, any student fluent in another
language will be entered to sit a GCSE exam in their
own language where available.

*You can follow the full-time engineering pathway at
ACS Engineering Centre and apply to join them
separately including opportunities at SGS UTC and
Digitech (links in the curriculum booklet).
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Next steps and timeline...

| Date Event

Wednesday 28th January 2026 KS4 options evening

Monday 2nd February - Thursday 12th February 2026 K54 new subject taster sessions taking place

Monday 2 February 2026 Initial poll is released to students

Monday 9 February 2026 Year 9 parents evening

Thursday 12 February 2026 Deadline for the initial student poll completed

Monday 2nd March Options form released to students and parents via Google classroom
Friday 13 March Deadline for the options form to be completed and submited

June/July 2026 KS4 subjects will be confirmed to students and parents.
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Year 9 options — New subject taster sessions

* We will be holding taster sessions in the following subjects:

Art and Design — Photography
Business Studies

Health and Social care

IMedia

Media Studies

Music

Sport
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Options — Initial poll

* Indication of what you want to study only.

» The form will be released on Google classroom on 2" February.
 You have until Thursday 12 February to complete it.

* Use the taster sessions to support your decisions.

* Have conversations with teachers at the parents evening.

* All tutor groups are booked into computer rooms for week commencing
Monday 9" February
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Student ambassadors — meet the students

This evening, we have four of our upper school Student Ambassador team who are
answer any questions you may have about what life at KS4 is like from a student pe

Please feel free to approach them and ask any questions you have about what KS4 is like.

Dami Bella Catalin
Year 10 Year 10 Year 11
Options: Options: Options:
History History History
Health & Social Care French iIMedia

Hospitality & catering Health & Social care DT
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GCSEs,
careers and
your future

Talk to... Parents/Carers Teachers Tutor / Year Lead Careers Advisor
Consider.... What you’'re good at Your future What you enjoy
Do not... get influenced by what your friends want to study or pick a subject

based upon you liking a teacher (you might not have that teacher)
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