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Scheduled review date September 2027 

Status School policy 

Appendices 1: Guidance on appearance on 
religious/cultural grounds 

2: Procedures for resolving 
uniform and appearance 
issues 

 
1) Purpose of the policy 
1. To enable students to develop a common sense of belonging, unity and conformity within the 

school 
2. To provide clear and transparent guidance for parents when purchasing and replacing school 

uniform. 
3. To protect students from any possible negative attention from their peers due to uniform or 

appearance which makes them stand out unnecessarily or appear to be different. 
4. To ensure that students are protected from harassment, due to appearance which supports 

their cultural or religious beliefs 
5. To ensure that student Health and Safety and the purposeful learning environment of the school 

is not compromised by aspects of dress or appearance. 

2) Rationale 

School uniform plays a valuable role in contributing to the ethos of a school and setting an 
appropriate tone. Most schools in England have a uniform or dress code, and other rules on 
appearance. The Department for Education strongly encourages schools to have a uniform as it can 
instil pride; support positive behaviour and discipline; encourage identity with, and support for, 
school ethos; ensure pupils of all races and backgrounds feel welcome; protect children from social 
pressures to dress in a particular way; and nurture cohesion and promote good relations between 
different groups of pupils. Above all, many schools believe that school uniform supports effective 
teaching and learning. (Guidance from the Department for Education) 

 
While there is no statutory legislation that deals specifically with school uniform or other aspects of 
appearance such as hair colour and style, and the wearing of jewellery and make-up, it is for the 
School Improvement Committee to decide on the uniform and appearance guidance for students 
attending Patchway Community School. This flows from the duties placed upon the governing body 
by statute to conduct the school and to ensure that school policies promote good behaviour and 
discipline amongst the pupil body. 
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3) Guidelines 

1. Students and parents have the uniform and appearance policy explained to them on entry to 
the school, and reminders are frequently given e.g. through tutorial lessons, assemblies, Parent 
Link, the website. The policy applies to all students in Years 7-11. A separate dress code is 
published for Post-16 students. 

2. Parents are advised to contact the school if they are not certain when purchasing items of 
uniform, or when their child is making a change to their appearance e.g. changing hairstyle or 
dyeing hair, having piercings. 

3. Appendix 1 is taken from Guidance to Schools from the Department for Education. It outlines 
areas where a student’s religious and cultural beliefs will be accepted, with resultant 
adaptations to their uniform or appearance. 

4. In a busy school, some items may be inappropriate on grounds of health and safety. For 
example, in PE lessons long hair must be tied back at all times, and shoes with greater than a 
3cm heel are a hazard in busy corridors and on staircases. 

5. Patchway Community School follows government guidance and has a uniform which 
a) Allows items to be bought from high street retailers at competitive prices 
b) Buys specific items in bulk to allow savings to be passed on to families 

Providing a full uniform is not expensive, but we recognise that at times there may be families who 
are unable to promptly replace items of uniform for financial reasons. Individual arrangements may 
be made for cover children eligible for free school meals, and children whose parents are entitled to 
the maximum level of working tax credit, to support the acquisition of uniform (please find our 
Charging Remissions Policy on our website). In addition, the school keeps a supply of clean second 
hand uniform which students can borrow, or if needed, keep. This is because we do not want young 
people to stand out or feel disadvantaged because they cannot wear the full, correct uniform. 
Students or parents should talk to their head of year if they need to access these arrangements. 

 
SCHOOL UNIFORM 

 

COMPULSORY item 
Uniform 
supplier 

Any 
retailer 

Further guidance 

Black V-neck jumper with school 
logo 

Y N 

The jumper should be worn at all times. In 
extreme weather permission will be given 
to remove it. 
 

White shirt - long or short sleeved, 
buttoned to the collar to enable the 
tie to clip on at the top 

N Y 

In cold weather a completely  white T-shirt 
or vest (without logos) may be worn under 
the white shirt  
 

Tailored charcoal grey school 
trousers  

N Y 

▪ Trousers which are too tight or too baggy 
are not acceptable. 

▪ Belts worn with trousers must be small, 
black and discrete 

▪ Woven/tailored fabric only – no jersey or 
stretch fabric 
 

Tailored charcoal grey school 
shorts  

N Y 

▪ Alternative to trousers  
▪ Woven/tailored fabric only – no jersey or 

stretch fabric  
 

Tailored charcoal grey pleated 
school skirt - to be worn no more 
than 5 cm above the knee 

N Y 

▪ Alternative to trousers 
▪ Woven/tailored fabric only with 

permanent pleats – no jersey or stretch 
fabric e.g. 

Grey Pleated Girls School Skirt 2 Pack | 
School | George at ASDA 
2pk Girls' Pleated School Skirts (2-18 Yrs) | 
M&S Collection | M&S 
(marksandspencer.com) 

School tie with school logo Y N 
 

https://direct.asda.com/george/school/girls-school-skirts/grey-pleated-girls-school-skirt-2-pack/GEM1091394-99584,default,pd.html?clr=Grey
https://direct.asda.com/george/school/girls-school-skirts/grey-pleated-girls-school-skirt-2-pack/GEM1091394-99584,default,pd.html?clr=Grey
https://www.marksandspencer.com/2pk-girls-pleated-school-skirts-2-18-yrs-/p/clp60677731?color=GREY#intid=pid_pg1pip31g4r1c2%7Cprodflag_submsg-From%20%C2%A35%20per%20item
https://www.marksandspencer.com/2pk-girls-pleated-school-skirts-2-18-yrs-/p/clp60677731?color=GREY#intid=pid_pg1pip31g4r1c2%7Cprodflag_submsg-From%20%C2%A35%20per%20item
https://www.marksandspencer.com/2pk-girls-pleated-school-skirts-2-18-yrs-/p/clp60677731?color=GREY#intid=pid_pg1pip31g4r1c2%7Cprodflag_submsg-From%20%C2%A35%20per%20item
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Ankle or knee socks – black or grey 
only (Not to be worn over the knee) 

N Y 

▪ Black 40-80 denier tights may be worn 
with skirts 

▪ Leggings and footless tights  are not 
permitted 
 

Black shoes or trainers (completely 
black) without obvious branding, 
colours or flashes. 

N Y 
▪ Boots and high-tops are not permitted 
▪ Heels greater than 3cm are not permitted 

Coat - any dark colour with NO 
obvious branding or lettering 

N Y 

Coats should be placed in lockers upon 
arrival to school and are not permitted to 
be worn in the building 
 

 
PE KIT 

 

COMPULSORY item 
Uniform 
supplier 

 
Any retailer Clarification 

Black polo shirt with school logo Y N 
 
 

Outdoor top with school logo: 
EITHER reversible black/white outdoor 
top OR grey hoody  

Y N 
Only reversible top is permitted for rugby 
due to health & safety risks 

Plain black sports bottoms  N Y 

No branding/logos 
Can include tracksuit bottoms, joggers, 
shorts, leggings 
 

Astro-turf trainers N Y 
These can be worn inside or outside on the 
Astro-turf 
 

OPTIONAL item 
Uniform 
supplier 

 
Any retailer 

Clarification 
 

Football/rugby boots N Y 

Moulded football/rugby boots can be used 
outside on grass or Astro-turf 
Studded football/rugby boots can only be 
used on grass.  They are compulsory for 
students playing in extra-curricular fixtures 
 

Trainers – any N Y These can be worn inside but not on the 
Astro-turf 

Gum shields N Y 

Gum shields are advisory for rugby lessons, 
but are optional. They are compulsory for 
students playing in extra-curricular fixtures 
 

Shin pads N Y 

Shin pads are advisory for football lessons.  
They are compulsory for students playing in 
extra-curricular fixtures 
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APPEARANCE RULES 

 

Hair should be natural-looking in colour and extremes of 
length and style must be avoided 

‘Track’ lines or patterns shaved into hair are not 
permitted 
Hair decorations or hairbands must be discrete 

Make-up, if worn must be discrete, natural and not 
noticeable. 
Nails should be neat and tidy and not long 
 

False nails and/or coloured nail varnish is not permitted 
on the grounds of Health and Safety 

A wristwatch is permitted but must be removed during 
PE 
Students may wear one pair of ear studs and one nose 
stud which should be small, plain and discrete, 

No hoops are permitted at all on the grounds of Health 
& Safety. 
No other jewellery is allowed. 
Any jewellery worn on religious grounds needs to worn 
underneath the school uniform 
 

Winter/sun hats may be worn to school but not in the 
school building  

No logos or obviously branding should be visible on the 
hats 
 

*All clothing should be clearly marked with the owner’s name 
 
 
 

4) Monitoring 

This policy is monitored by tutors and year leaders through inspections, checks, and records and 
the School Improvement Committee (governors) through stakeholder and student voice. Uniform 
expectations will also be monitored and enforced by all tutors and the student support team. 

 
 

5) Links to other policies 

Behaviour Policy 
Health and Safety Policy 
Anti-bullying policy 
Equality Objectives 
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APPENDIX 1: Guidance on appearance on religious/cultural grounds 
 

 
Exceptions may also be made for some individuals on the grounds of health when supported by 
medical advice or guidance. 

 
 

 
APPENDIX 2: Procedures for resolving uniform and appearance issues 

 
We aim to work together to solve uniform and appearance issues but at all times with reference to 
this policy which has been agreed by governors and staff. 

In line with government guidance, we will send students home to change where they say they have 
uniform at home, or they refuse to change into our spare stock. In this instance we will text or email 
parents to let them know that their child has gone home to change. Students must return as quickly 
as possible to school. If a student refuses to comply with the request to wear correct uniform then 
we will adopt our standard behaviour procedures, in line with our behaviour policy. 

 

Extract from School uniform: Guidance for governing bodies, school leaders, school staff and local 
authorities, September 2013: 

 
Some religions and beliefs require their adherents to conform to a particular dress code, or to 
otherwise outwardly manifest their belief. This could include wearing or carrying specific religious 
artefacts, not cutting their hair, dressing modestly, or covering their head. Pupils have the right to 
manifest a religion or belief3, but not necessarily at all times, places or in a particular manner4. 

 
Where a school has good reason for restricting an individual’s freedoms, for example, the 
promotion of cohesion and good order in the school, or genuine health and safety or security 
considerations, the restriction of an individual’s rights to manifest their religion or belief may be 
justified. The school must balance the rights of individual pupils against the best interests of the 
school community as a whole. Nevertheless, it should be possible for most religious requirements 
to be met within a school uniform policy and a governing body should act reasonably through 
consultation and dialogue in accommodating these. 

3 See Human Rights Act 1998 
4 See Equality Act 2010 

Government guidance states: 

 
Pupil non-compliance Teachers can discipline pupils for breaching the school’s rules on 
appearance or uniform. This should be carried out in accordance with the school’s published 
behaviour policy. 

 
A head teacher, or a person authorised by the head teacher, may ask a pupil to go home briefly to 
remedy a breach of the school’s rules on appearance or uniform. When making this decision 
schools need to consider the child’s age and vulnerability, the ease and time it will take, and the 
availability of the child’s parents. This is not an exclusion but an authorised absence. However, if 
the pupil continues to breach uniform rules in such a way as to be sent home to avoid school, or 
takes longer than is strictly necessary to effect the change, the pupil’s absence may be counted as 
an unauthorised absence. In either case the pupil’s parents must be notified and the absence 
should be recorded. If a school is considering excluding a pupil in response to breaches of uniform 
policy then this must be in line with the legal requirements for exclusion. 

 
School uniform: Guidance for governing bodies, school leaders, school staff and local authorities 
September 2013 


