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Year 8: What we are learning Terms 1 & 2   2026-27

Dear Parents/Carers
Please see below a summary of what your child will be learning in each subject in Terms 1 & 2. We are sending this in response to parent feedback we received that told us that our parents and carers wanted to know what their children are learning. Please contact your child’s teacher or faculty lead if you require further information.
Kind regards
Allison Powell
Deputy Headteacher

	Subject
	Topic

	English

	Shakespeare’s sonnets.

King James Bible

	Maths

	Year 8 students will develop their understanding of ratio, proportion and scale, applying these skills to a range of problems. They will then build their algebra skills through simplifying, expanding and factorising expressions, before exploring coordinates and straight-line graphs, fractions, symmetry and reflections.

	Science

	Tissues and Organs, and Acids and Alkalis.

	French
	Mes Vacances: Talking about past holidays, including holiday mishaps. This includes talking about types of transport and weather.


	Geography

	Tectonics and tectonic hazards - exploring why tectonic hazards occur and evaluating the challenges/risks people overcome to live in tectonically active areas.

How does population affect development?

	History

	What was the main cause of the break from Rome?

Why was Mansa Musa significant? (Pre-colonial African History)

	Religious Studies

	How did religion shape the Civil Rights Movement?

Are actions more important than beliefs? (Sikhism)

	Drama

	Role Play and improvisation - how to create a convincing character and remain in role

Role Play and Brechtian theatre

	Music

	We are developing our keyboard technique through Blues Music. Students will start to play the piano with both hands, learning how to co-ordinate melodies with basslines and chords. They will develop their contextual knowledge surrounding the Blues as well as their improvisation skills

How music can be used to support and enhance special events whilst developing our solo and ensemble keyboard skills.

	Art

	Students will develop using mixed media and textures to create a product linked to Mythical Creatures

	Design Technology

	Food – Develop knowledge of nutrition and food groups and develop their cooking skills by making different food products
Textiles – Use of sewing machine and understanding of different fabrics to create a decorative cushion,
Product Design – Develop creativity by designing and making a modern clock. Have an understanding of sustainability.
Graphics – Use card to create pop up mechanisms and develop and enhance graphical skills.

	Computing

	The wider social impact of IT, digital footprints, cyberbullying, and strategies for staying safe online.

Flowcharts, Flowol 4

	PE

	Invasion games - including netball, basketball, and rugby focusing in on various skills, techniques and tactics, as well as effort, leadership, and teamwork skills

	PSHE

	We are learning about drugs and alcohol. We will look at the difference between medicinal and recreational drugs, and how to use medicines safely. We’ll also explore the risks of alcohol, energy drinks, smoking, vaping, and e-cigarettes, and think about how habits can turn into dependence. Finally, we’ll learn how to handle peer influence and promote positive, healthy choices.

Discrimination: how to recognise and challenge discrimination, managing influences on decisions and beliefs, and the Equality Act 2010



[bookmark: _Hlk218851426]Key Dates to be aware of  
For more information, please check out https://www.patchwaycs.org.uk/Calendar/
Terms 1 & 2 
Thursday 17 September	Open Evening 
Friday 18 September 		Late start for students @ 10am
Tuesday 29 September	Flu vaccination (all year groups) 
Tuesday 20 October 		Drop Down Day 
Friday 23 October		Last day of term / Inset Day (school closed to students)
Monday 2 October 		Start of term 2/ Inset Day (school closed to students)
Friday 18 December 		Last day of term / Early finish at 12:20pm 
How can you support your child in their learning? 
· Encourage your child to complete their weekly online homework in full and on time. 
· Ensure your child gets to bed at a reasonable hour and eats breakfast so they are ready to learn in school. 
· Regularly talk to your child about school - what have they been doing and listen to any worries. 
· Encourage your child to be organised and responsible for their work and their possessions. 
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