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 Year 10: What we are learning Terms 1 & 2       2026-27

Dear Parents/Carers
Please see below a summary of what your child will be learning in each subject in Terms 1 & 2. We are sending this in response to parent feedback we received that told us that our parents and carers wanted to know what their children are learning. Please contact your child’s teacher or faculty lead if you require further information.
Kind regards
Allison Powell
Deputy Headteacher

	Subject
	Topic

	English
	J.B Priestley’s play ‘An Inspector Calls’ as part of the AQA GCSE English Literature course.


	Maths
	Year 10 students will build important GCSE skills across algebra, number and ratio. Topics include algebraic manipulation, equations and inequalities, quadratic expressions and equations, percentages, ratio and scale, and fractions. Students will increasingly focus on choosing appropriate methods and applying their knowledge to GCSE-style problems.

	Science

	DNA, Enzymes and DNA Technology, Physics on the Move, and Powering Earth.

	Spanish

	We will cover module 1 of the course - İDiviértete!
We will learn about media and technology as part of the thematic context of My Personal World. We will learn about activities we do in our free time, our lives online and other media. 
In this module we will mostly focus on using the past (preterite) and future (near future) tenses together.

	Geography
	[bookmark: _heading=h.gjdgxs]Living World (Tropical Rainforests and Cold Environments)
Rio de Janeiro - how is urbanisation creating opportunities and challenges in NEEs?

	History
	America: Opportunity and Inequality (1920-1973)

	Religious Studies
	Islamic practices
Philosophy: Life and death

	Performing Arts - Acting

	Introduction to Component 1 - developing an understanding of the Performing Arts industry


	Hospitality & Catering
	NEA – Introduction to mock NEA project and work on developing COMPLEX cooking skills.
Exam – Types of provision and job roles in H&C.

	Design Technology
	NEA – Work on a design brief for a modern mirror to model and create a final product.
Exam – Section 1 – Technology in DT

	Health and Social Care
	Unit 1: Human Lifestyle Development

	Computing

	Programming concepts including arrays, selection, iteration, trace tables, subroutines covering both procedures and functions.

Python programming, iteration, nested iteration, selection, mathematical operators, functions and procedures

	Core PE

	[bookmark: _heading=h.30j0zll]Skills, techniques, tactics, effort, teamwork, and leadership skills in invasion games

	BTEC Sport

	Unit 1: Preparing participants to take part in sport and physical activity 

	PSHE

	We are building on prior KS3 PSHE learning about mental health and wellbeing. Students learn strategies to manage challenges during adolescence, addressing grief/loss and change, reframe negative thinking, and promote emotional wellbeing. They also explore signs of mental ill-health and how to access support. The focus is on challenging stigma, stereotypes, and misinformation to support positive mental health.

Work Experience preparation

	Fine Art
	We are learning still life, observational drawing, artist research and printmaking

	Business
	Unit 1 Business Activity; Role of business enterprise and entrepreneurship, business planning, business ownership, business aims and objectives, stakeholders, and business growth. An additional unit 5 topic around finance calculations will also be delivered. 

	Music
	





[bookmark: _Hlk218851426]Key Dates to be aware of  
For more information, please check out https://www.patchwaycs.org.uk/Calendar/
Terms 1 & 2 
Thursday 17 September	Open Evening 
Friday 18 September 		Late start for students @ 10am
Tuesday 29 September	Flu vaccination (all year groups) 
Tuesday 20 October 		Drop Down Day 
Friday 23 October		Last day of term / Inset Day (school closed to students)
Monday 2 October 		Start of term 2/ Inset Day (school closed to students)
Friday 18 December 		Last day of term / Early finish at 12:20pm 
How can you support your child in their learning? 
· Encourage your child to complete their weekly online homework in full and on time. 
· Ensure your child gets to bed at a reasonable hour and eats breakfast so they are ready to learn in school. 
· Regularly talk to your child about school - what have they been doing and listen to any worries. 
· Encourage your child to be organised and responsible for their work and their possessions. 
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