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HOME LEARNING POLICY- Updated July 2023 
 
RATIONALE 
 
Home Learning is an essential skill enabling students to succeed both 
academically and personally. It reinforces the learning that has taken place 
in the classroom and develops independent learning and revision skills 
and is an important part of the contract and communication between 
school and parents.  
Home Learning should supplement and enhance the provision in school 
and always have a purpose linked to improving attainment, progress, 
knowledge or skills. Home Learning needs to be regular and manageable, 
both in terms of expectations of students and of workload for staff.  
In order to undertake Home Learning, students need to develop effective 
study habits both at school and at home. Patchway Community School will 
therefore provide opportunities for students to engage in Home Learning 
and the necessary resources and support to enable this. 
Home Learning is utilised and valued as a teaching tool that contributes 
towards students achieving their potential 
 
 
PURPOSES 
 
1. Home Learning should fulfil one of the following functions:  
• To recall and revise information and key knowledge in order to commit 

to long term memory. This should be the most frequent use of Home 
Learning overall and is the main function of our Home Learning 
platforms.  

• To research and prepare for topics before learning in school. 
• To develop reading skills and a love for reading. 
• To practice key skills – particularly in relation to assessments and exams. 
• To produce qualification based coursework where appropriate. 
 
GUIDELINES 
 
• Home Learning should be set on the appropriate online platform by the 

teacher. 
• The online platforms available to students are 

 - Sparx (Maths) 
 - Tassomai (Science) 
 - Memrise (Languages) 
 - Seneca (Religious Studies) 
 - Bedrock Learning (all remaining subjects at KS3 and literacy) 

• Home Learning should be set with a consistent level of frequency across 
the curriculum, in line with the number of lessons per subject in the 
fortnightly cycle. This should weekly, or fortnightly for some subjects at 
KS3 and every week for subjects at KS4.  

• Any additional work should be uploaded to Google Classrooms and  / or 
Arbor so that it is easily accessible from home. This then doesn’t rely on 



memory and can be accessed by students who were absent during the 
lesson when the Home Learning was set.  

• Resources to complete additional work should always be made available 
to students. This may be through:  
- Online resources posted on Google Classroom / Arbor. 
- Links to online resources or applications made explicit on Google 
Classroom / Arbor. 
- Printed handouts. This would generally only be used where online 
resources are not available for cohorts or individuals 

• Home Learning that is based on committing information to long term 
memory, researching prior to lessons or reading would usually not be 
marked by the class teacher but would be checked via assessments and 
questioning. The platforms themselves generate feedback and develop 
algorithms that match the learner’s level of need and repeat key 
questions accordingly in order to commit to long term memory. 

• Home Learning where students practise skills or complete qualification 
based coursework should be marked in depth in line with school and 
qualification guidelines. 

• Outside of the bespoke learning platforms, all Home Learning should be 
effectively differentiated for disadvantaged learners. 

• All students who complete their Home Learning will receive a positive 
behaviour point for engagement with Home Learning for each subject.  

• Repetitive failure to complete Home Learning will result in departmental 
follow up with students and parental contact. 

• Students without long-term online access to Home Learning resources 
should communicate this to staff as necessary. These students may be 
encouraged to use the Home Learning Club facilities in school or speak to 
their tutor for any wider issues. All platforms can be accessed on any device 
(i.e tablet or phone), students do not specifically need a computer to 
complete Home Learning. 

   
 
Roles and Responsibilities  
 
Senior Leaders  
 
• Monitor Home Learning as part of quality assurance processes, sharing 

outcomes with staff and advising on whole school strategy, improvements 
and provide support where necessary.  

• Ensure school facilities are available before and after school for completion 
of Home Learning. 

• Monitor our Home Learning platforms and check that these are fit for 
purpose, recommending or making changes where necessary.  

• Provide up-to-date training and support for teachers to include use of 
online systems. 

• Monitor student online access and support disadvantaged students in 
accessing online Home Learning either in school or from home.  

• Monitor the setting of regular and appropriate Home Learning and 
ensure that it is set according to students’ learning needs through line 
management meetings with CTLs and Year Leads. 



• Include regular engagement with Home Learning as part of the school 
rewards policy. 

 
CTLs 
 
• Monitor the setting and tracking of Home Learning through line 

management meetings with CTLs and Year Leads. 
• Ensure that faculty approaches meet the requirements of the policy, 

including ensuring Home Learning is fit for purpose, consistently set and 
followed up.  

• Monitor Home Learning as part of quality assurance processes in their 
areas of responsibility, evaluating strengths and areas for development, 
developing best practice and providing support and guidance where 
necessary.  

• Put forward the top 5 learners in each year group each week to the AHT 
responsible for Home Learning so that these students can be 
recognised on the whole school Home Learning Leader board. 
 

Year Leads 
 

• Ensure that Home Learning completion by students is regularly 
monitored by tutors.  

• Support the reward system by praising students who regularly engage 
with Home Learning. 
 

Teachers  
 
• Consistently set Home Learning that follows the Home Learning policy 

and the subject curriculum in all respects.  
• Ensure students understand the purpose of Home Learning and how it 

supports progress. 
• Communicate Home Learning to students using the methods outlined 

in the policy whilst also ensuring that completion and hand in dates are 
clear. 

• Regularly remind students to complete Home Learning and to follow up 
if a student falls behind. 

• Track all students’ progress through tracking of Home Learning. 
• Reward students for successful completion of Home Learning by 

awarding a positive behaviour point for engagement with Home 
Learning on Arbor. 

• Inform the CTL about any concerns regarding non-completion of 
Home Learning; tutors should inform Year Leads. 

 
Parents 
• Support their children in completing Home Learning. 
• Download the Home Learning apps, including Arbor, where available so 

they can get updates on their child’s learning.  


