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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across
three areas — curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences — and
what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and
parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our
pupils’ music education.

Part A: Curriculum music

This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and
any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.

Students in Key Stage Three receive two one-hour music lessons per fortnight. The
curriculum is structured around Key Learning Intentions (KLIs) that are standardised
across the Olympus Academy Trust and aligned with the model music curriculum.
Throughout Key Stage Three, students primarily learn to play the keyboard.
Additionally, they have opportunities to play other instruments such as the ukuele, as
part of the curriculum.

KS4 students can choose to take music and will study the OCR GCSE Music
specification. Students have five music lessons per fortnight.




At KS5, students can study BTEC Level 3 in Music Performance at another Olympus
secondary school. Students have 9 lessons per fortnight plus one guided learning
lesson.

In addition to their scheduled music lessons, students have the opportunity to take
additional lessons provided by WEMA. Currently, we have three instrumental teachers
offering weekly lessons in piano, guitar, violin, cello, drums and voice. A small number
of students currently take these lessons, which are funded by parents. Students
eligible for Free School Meals can apply for a £50 discount on each block of ten
lessons, which start at £82 for a block of 10 group lessons.

Part B: Extra-curricular music

This is about opportunities for pupils to sing and play music, outside of lesson time,
including choirs, ensembles and bands, and how pupils can make progress in music
beyond the core curriculum.

Students can take instrument lessons outside of lesson time. Parents pay for lessons
and can choose from small group, paired, 20 minute individual or 30 minute individual
lessons. The cost of lessons is set by WEMA. Remissions for FSM students are set by
the school to follow Trust guidelines. Students taking instrument lessons can work
towards graded music exams.

Teachers encourage students to join ensembles in school as well as the Music Centre
Ensembles. Students can loan their instruments from WEMA, this is free for students
receiving FSM.

As well as this we offer clubs which are led by staff in school, that expose students to the
joys of singing and playing music together, as well as using technology to create Music. All
in school provision is provided free of charge and students can sign up via their class
teacher. All students are welcome and we provide support for students where a cost
might be involved (e.g. loan of instrument, resources).

The school has two practice rooms which can be used for individuals and small groups
to practice. In addition, we work with the school’s safeguarding team to provide space
for students who benefit from time to practice musical instruments.

Part C: Musical experiences

This is about all the other musical events and opportunities that we organise, such as
singing in assembly, concerts and shows, and trips to professional concerts.



There are regular opportunities throughout the school year for students to perform to
an audience - students from all year groups are welcome to participate.




Annually we offer at least one trip to see a professionally produced performance,
recently this has included a trip to the Royal Albert Hall, a massed choir event and a
performance by the Bournemouth Symphony Orchestra.

In the future

This is about what the school is planning for subsequent years.

¢ Promote instrument lessons to students as part of the transition process, ensure
parents know how to books students in for instrument lessons, support students
to know the process for attending instrument lessons so that all students feel
confident to continue playing an instrument.

¢ Increase uptake at KS4

¢ Increase participation in ensembles through ensuring all opportunities are clear
to parents.

¢ Increase performance opportunities to include school productions and Trust
events




